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EPIDEMIC INFLUENZA. 
PREVALENCE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Telegraphic reports from State health officers for the week ended 
February 8, 1919, indicate a continued general decrease in the number 
of cases of influenza reported in the United States. (See p. 289). 

As compared with the preceding week, fewer cases were reported 
in Arkansas, Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, 
New Jersey, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon and Vermont. 

Increases in the number of cases were reported from Alabama, 
Indiana, Ohio, Virginia, and Washington, but the increase was 
slight in most of these States. 

The reports from zones surrounding Army camps also indicate a 
continued decrease in the number of reported cases of influenza. 
(See p. 292.) 

MENTAL HYGIENE. 
PROGRAM OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. 

With the increasing recognition by health authorities of the 
significance of mental disease as a health problem, there is a growing 
demand for assistance in the formulation of a program of practicable 
control and preventive measures which can be inaugurated by health 
administrators. The reader may, therefore, be interested in studying 
the following program of activities which the United States Public 
Health Service plans to carry on as rapidly as funds become available 
for such purpose. Such a program should take into consideration — 

A. The most effective means by which the several Government 
agencies can cooperate in studies and investigations of mental 
hygiene. 

B. The problems of better care and treatment of the insane, 
mental defective, and epileptic. 

C. Measures for the prevention of mental disorders. 

So far as these considerations are concerned the studies and inves- 
tigations already made by the Public Health Service indicate the. 
following activities as desirable and practicable: 

A. Cooperation With Other Government Agencies. 

1. In addition to the duties prescribed by law as related to the 
mental examination of arriving aliens, cooperation with the Depart- 
ment of Labor (a) to establish a school for the training of medical 
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